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Klub Öffnungszeiten/ Opening Hours

Office:	Monday	-	Friday	 	 	 10.00	am	to	3.00pm

Bar*:	 	 Tuesday	 	 	 7.00pm	to	10.00pm
	 	 Wednesday	 	 	 6.00pm	to	10.30pm
	 	 Friday	 	 	 	 6.00pm	to	10.30pm
	 	 Saturday	 	 	 6.30pm	to	11.00pm
	 	 Sunday	 	 	 4.00pm	to	8.30pm

Kitchen*:		 Wednesday	 	 	 6.00pm	to	9.00pm
	 	 Friday	 	 	 	 6.00pm	to	9.00pm
	 	 Saturday	 	 	 6.30pm	to	10.00pm
	 	 Sunday	 	 	 4.00pm	to	8.00pm

	 	 *please	note	opening	times	may	vary	for	special	occasions

Welcome to our new members!

A	warm	“WELCOME”	to	our	new	members!

Jessica	 Frigger,	 My	 Lien	 Hennings,	 Allan	 Reid,	 Cash	 Leander	 Leith	
McFarlane,	 Alex	 Organ,	 John	 Organ,	 Jeannette	 Geesmann,	 Steve	 Riley,	
Ramona	Horstmann,	Isabel	von	Prollius,	Christian	Freitag,	Sindy	Sebestyen,	
Stefan	Grabs,	Mirko	Sczepanski,	Andrew	Beck,	Keith	James	Broderick,	Katie	
Lindsay,	David	Harrison.



3

Contents
Klub Öffnungszeiten/ Opening Hours   2
Welcome to our new members!    2
Contents       3
Rhein-Donau Club Committee 2021/2022  4
Notice Board - From Behind the Scenes   5
President Report      6
Treasurer Report      8
Outdoor Beer Garden Opening    9
63rd Club Anniversary     10
Oktoberfest       15
Seniors Group      21
Neerlandia        24
Table Tennis Group      26
Eagle Eye Air Rifle Group     28
Volkssingen       29
Seniors Group      30
Pistol Group       32
Edelweiss Dance Group     34
German Christmas Traditions    37
In Remembrance      38
Aktivitäten / Groups at the Club    39
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jeweiligen Autoren.

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Club or the 
editor but those of the respective authors. 
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Rhein-Donau Club Committee 2021/2022

Note from the Editor

Dear	RDC	members,	this	magazine	 is	here	for	all	members	to	share	their	stories	and	
experiences.	 This	 is	 what	 brings	 the	 magazine	 to	 life.	 Therefore	 we	 welcome	 your	
contributions	for	the	next	issue,	February/March	2022.	Entry	deadline	for	the	issue	is	
7th	January	2022,	please	send	your	contribution	to	

editor@rheindonau.com.au                   Thank	you	-	Petra

President  Ursula Deck          9459 5379

Vice President  David Vieceli   0438 755 156

Secretary  Maria Cadzow   0423 599 899

Vice Secretary  Julianne Pulver   0401 685 268

Treasurer  Dieter Pflaumbaum   0400 533 825

Vice Treasurer  Svenja Benkirane  0407 669 944

Cellar Master  Thomas Heiligenbrunner       9402 8578

Entertainment Manager Brian Muir   0407 479 513

Equipment Warden Steve Schlegel   0434 269 944

Extra Committee David Ramsay   0419 695 234

   Paul Bogoni   0408 919 322

Trustees  Jeff Cadzow, Michael Giustiniano

   Debbie Solomon, Bruce Walker

Editor   Petra Weiss

Social Media  Petra Weiss

Office Staff  Petra Weiss, Sandra Evans
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Notice Board - From Behind the Scenes

With all the events going on here at the Club and the year slowly coming to an 
end, there is still a lot happening behind the scenes regarding upgrades and 
renovations and the overall facelift of the Club! Steve Schlegel, Paul Muckett, 
David Ramsay and Mike Giustiniano are just a few of the people putting their 
private time into giving the Club a new lease on life. Thank you!!!

Vacuum Cleaner
There is a new handheld stick vacuum cleaner hanging up in the Karl’s Bar. 
This is for spot cleaning between the cleaners (Faryaz’s) regular days. I urge all 
groups that are using the Karl’s Bar/Sports Hall to use it if and when required.
   
Green Karl’s Bar Chairs
Our new motto is “out with the old, in with the new (or upcycling!)” - Since the 
Club purchcased 50 new chairs for the Karl’s Bar a while back, we now want to 
sell the old ones. If any of our members are interested to purchase one or more 
of these chairs, please get in 
contact with us at the office.

Snooker Room
You all might remember the 
display cabinets hanging up 
in the Snooker Room where 
all kinds of trophies and 
memorabilia were being 
kept. The cabinets have been taken down and while we are working out where 
to display the contents now, the Snooker Group is working on re-cladding the 
walls and making the room look more modern and user friendly.



6

President Report

LiebeMitglieder,

es hat sich einiges getan im Club. Im August 
wurde dass gesamte Dach erneuert.  Wir 
hatten für einige Zeit Parkprobleme aber es 
musste sein. Das alte Dach war in einem sehr 
schlechten Zustand und musste dringend er-
neuert werden.

Wir sind auch sehr stolz auf unseren neu 
erstellten Biergarten. Im Sommer wird es 
wunderbar sein, draussen unter den grossen 
Sonnenschirmen zu sitzen und ein kühles 
Helles zu geniesen.

Unser Oktoberfest mit 5 Wochenenden war wieder ein voller Erfolg und 
ich möchte mich bei allen Helfern recht herzlich bedanken.

Nun gehen wir mit schnellen Schritten auf die Weihnachtszeit zu. Ver-
gessen Sie bitte nicht rechtzeitig für die Mitglieder-Weihnachtsfeier zu 
buchen. Sandra im Büro nimmt gerne Ihre Buchung entgegen.

Auch zum Jahresende haben wir dieses Jahr eine grossartige Party 
organisiert mit einigen Überraschungen, auch hierfur sollten Sie recht-
zeitig buchen.

Ich wünsche Ihnen ein frohes und gesegnetes Weihnachtsfest und einen 
guten Rutsch in ein besseres neues Jahr 2022.

Allen unseren kranken Mitgliedern eine baldige Genesung damit wir alle 
im neuen Jahr  im Club wieder zusammen kommen koennen.

Ursula Deck
President
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Dear Members

A lot of exiting things happened in our Club. In August we replaced the 
whole roof of our building. We had a few problems with parking but it 
was necessary to fix the Roof.

We also created a nice outdoor beergarden. It will be great to sit under 
the big umbrellas outside in summertime and have a nice cool drink.

Our Octoberfest, which went on over 5 long weekends, has ended. I 
would like to thank all those many helpers who made it such a great 
success once again. 

Not long now and it will be Christmas. Please don’t forget to book for 
the Members Christmas Party. Sandra in the Office will be happy to take 
your bookings.

For the last day of the Year we are 
organising a big Party with a few 
surprises. Please book early for that 
Evening as well.

I wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a happy and healthy start into 
a better New Year 2022, and all our 
sick members a speedy recovery so 
we all can meet again next year in 
our Club.

Ursula Deck
President
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Treasurer Report

Dear Members,

The roof restauration is nearly finished and hopefully the final inspection we 

be made by the end of this month. As expected when we opened the roof we 

found some structure problems which had to be fixed. This has created ad-

ditional costs. We are still in negotiations with the contractor and I cannot give 

you a final figure for the costs.

The Oktoberfest was a great success for the Club financially.

Some of the investments approved for this year are still in progress. 

This year we will have one of the greatest investments in the Club with not 

far off $300,000 altogether. Despite of all the expenditures the Club has still 

improved its financial position.

I hope I will see you all at the 

Members’ Meeting on No-

vember 21st, 2021 where I will 

present more details of the 

financial position of the Club.

During my absence of 10 weeks 

Svenja Bekirane took over the 

duties with great expertise. 

Thank you very much, Svenja.    
       Dieter Pflaumbaum
           Treasurer



9

Outdoor Beer Garden Opening

It is ready for business! Our new outdoor Beer 
Garden was ready just before the Oktoberfest, 
thanks to David Ramsay and his tireless dedication 
to get it done! We celebrated the new space with a 
very small gathering of people who were involved 
in the making. Now it’s there to be enjoyed by all!
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63rd Club Anniversary

On Saturday the 18 of September the Club celebrated its 63 Anniversary. 

Even though we did not have as many people attend as we would have liked, 

everybody who was there had a fun night. We also had quite a few member 

anniversaries to celebrate! And our Edelweiss Dance Group provided once again 

some great entertainment on the night.
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Dear Members of the Rhein-Donau Club

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the members who 
helped with this years Oktoberfest, this included the Miniature War 
Gamers, Mandolin Orchestra, Air Pistol Group, Edelweiss Dance Group, 
Model Railway Group and the Air Rifle Group.

Also the Bar and the Kitchen did an excellent job serving the thirsty and 
hungry Patrons.

Petra our Club Manager worked tirelessly through out the whole vent 
much appreciated

David Vieceli 
Vice President /Oktoberfest Organisator

 

 

 

Oktoberfest
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This was the first time I was part of the Oktoberfest from start to finish, and 
I have to say the amount of work and planning this event takes is enormous, 
and it would not be what it is without everybody working together and helping 
as much as they can. 

For months before October the Club was a hive of activities in the background, 
and it all tied together beautifully in the end.  And no matter how much hard 
work all the preparation and participation is, I think everybody also has a 
whole heap of fun during that time!  I also believe that working on a project 
like this, trying to achieve something this big together brings people closer – 
and that’s what our Club should be about!

A big thank you to EVERYBODY who helped with the organisation beforehand 
and/or was on deck during the festivities, it would not have been possible 
without you. The event was a big success again this year, now we can recover 
for 11 months and then do it all again! 

Petra Weiss, Club Manager
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Seniors Group
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Neerlandia 

In the previous RDC magazine we published part 1 of an amusing article about 

5 stereotypes of the Dutch. Please find following part 2 – and the article may 

have a little surprise for you!

               

Bikes

Ahh yes, the bicycle is another cliché about the Dutch. Although not invented 

by the Dutch (in fact, it was German inventor Karl Drais who invented the 

precursor to the modern bicycle in 1817), the two-wheeled mode of transport 

is a hallmark of the Netherlands. Perhaps it’s because it’s so small and flat 

and therefore relatively easy to manoeuvre with two pedals. Or, perhaps it’s 

because bicycles save space and are environmentally friendly. It’s all, of course, 

complete conjecture. But the point is, if you want to fit into Dutch life, you 

should probably get a bicycle.

What is quickly becoming noticeable, though, about this cliché is that bikes are 

modernising, and fast. Although you will still see many of the clunky, heavy, 

back-pedal brake models that you would associate with being Dutch, do not be 

surprised when you are overtaken by a silent, sleek-looking bike with a not-so-

new looking owner. Electric bikes are rapidly becoming more popular, and more 

difficult to distinguish from regular bikes.

This can be a good thing if it is making exercise and freedom more accessible for 

those who are less mobile. It also means that older generations are suddenly 

much speedier than they’re used to, so keep your wits about you! 

Source: Dutch Review
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Table Tennis Group

Oktoberfest 2021 was very successful for the club but now we are all glad to be 

back to our normal table layout!   Our table tennis numbers had dropped off a 

bit over the colder months but hopefully our players will make their way back to 

supporting the club and even try out our wonderful new outdoor garden area 

over the warmer weather.

 

I would like to wish Joyce Williams, our 

previous long term group leader and club 

member, a happy 90 birthday for December 

2.  Joyce ran this table tennis group for many 

years, coached many young people, and 

played in the Australian Vet competitions 

throughout Australia.  Congratulations Joyce 

on reaching this milestone, and all the best 

from the Rhein Donau table tennis group.

 

Our Christmas breakup will be on Tuesday 14 

December this year.  We will play from 7pm 

until around 8.30pm and then enjoy some light supper and celebratory drink 

for the festive season.  It would be great to see all our players turn up to say 

goodbye to 2021 and join in the festivities.  The Rhein Donau Club closes over 

January for maintenance and our Tuesday night playing will resume on Tuesday 

1 February. 

Many thanks to our members who help set up and put away the table tennis 

tables on a Tuesday night, and to my sidekick Dave Ramsay for all his support and 
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hard work for our group 

and the club.  And once 

again many thanks to all 

those who helped with our 

very successful Christmas 

in July fundraising event 

this year.

 

Wishing everyone a wonderful Christmas and 

a happy and healthy New Year. 

 
                                                 Debbie Solomon
                                                 Group Leader
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Eagle Eye Air Rifle Group

Hello all,

What a busy time of year for Rhein Donau members! Oktoberfest was a great 

event that was both successful and fun.  I would like to thank all the members 

for voluentering their time and have the shooting range open for Oktoberfest 

guests.  The family day also had a great atmosphere and saw many young 

shootes try for the very first time.  We hope to invest in some much needed 

equipment replacement for 2022.  We look forward to the Christmas celebra-

tions and returning to regular shooting.

Cheers Matthew, Group Leader
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Volkssingen

Was tut sich beim Volkssingen?

Wir singen einstimmig Volkslieder, alte 

Schlager und leichte Operetten. Jeder 

erhält seine eigenen Musiknoten mit Text. 

Mittlerweile haben with 102 Lieder in 

unserem Portfolio, dazu kommen etwa 30 

Weihnachtslieder. Wir treffen uns jeden 

Freitag Nachmittag von 1:30 Uhr bis kurz 

nach 3 Uhr.  Zwischendurch machen wir 

eine Plauder – Kaffee – Tee Pause von 

etwa 15 bis 20 Minuten. 

Singen ist gesund und macht Freude. Es bedarf keines besonderen Könnens. 

Wir laden gerne jeden ein, es doch einmal 

mit uns zu versuchen.

Es ist völlig kostenlos, man sollte nur Mit-

glied im Rhein-Donau Club sein. 

Weihnachten steht vor der Tür. Wir wün-

schen allen viel Vorweihnachtsfreude.

Irene Harrop 
mit allen Volkssängern
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Seniors Group

Liebe Mitglieder,

Es freut  mich, dass wir ein neues Mitglied begrüssen konnten. Irene Harrop ist 

unsere Pianistin beim Volkssingen.

Volkssingen ist jeden Freitag von 1.30 bis 3 Uhr.

Wir sind traurig, dass wir von unserer  lieben Martha Meyer Abschied nehmen 

mussten. Sie hat sich immer auf das Deutsche Mittagessen  gefreut am

Mittwoch und hat gerne Rummicup gespielt mit ihren Freunden.

Wir werden ihr Andenken in unseren Herzen bewahren.

Ich hoffe, dasss wir neue Mitglieder im neuen Jahr bekommen.

Im Namen unserer Gruppe wünsche ich allen Mitgliedern des Klubs

eine Frohe Weihnacht und ein glückliches Neues Jahr!

Dear Seniors,

We are happy to welcome one more person to our group, namely

Irene Harrop. She is also the pianist of our Volkssinging Group, which

takes place every Friday afternoon from 1.30 to 3pm.

She would also love more members to come.

On another sad note we had to say goodbye to our dear Martha Meyer.

She was a faithful member of our group. She loved to play Rummicub with her 

friends and always enjoyed the German Lunch on a Wednesday. We will

keep her memory  in our hearts.

I hope to be able to greet some new members in the new year.

In the name of our members I wish you all a very joyous Christmas and

a Happy New Year.
     Rita Zeller
     Gruppenleiterin/Group Leader
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Weihnachtslied

Vom Himmel in die tieftsten Klüfte

Ein milder Stern herniederlacht;

Vom Tannenwalde steigen Düfte

Und hauchen durch die Winterlüfte

Und kerzenhelle wird die Nacht.

Mir ist das Herz so froh erschroken,

das ist die liebe Weihnachtszeit!

Ich hörte fernher Kirchenglocken

Mich lieblich heimatlich verlocken

In märchenstille Herrlichkeit.

Ein frommer Zauber hält mich wieder,

Anbetend, staunend muss ich stehn!

Es sinkt auf meine Augenlider,

ein goldner Kindertraum hernieder,

ich  fühl’s, ein Wunder ist geschehen.

                                              Theodor Storm
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Pistol Group

It’s been a busy 3 months for the club’s pistol shooters with competitions, 
helping at Octoberfest and the exciting news that the Rhein Donau Pistol Club 
had not only been nominated for Club of the Year in the Shooting Australia 
Awards of Excellence but were one of three finalists.

Pistol Club members gathered at the club with Rhein Donau Club president, 
manager and committee members along with the WA Pistol Association Vice 
President to participate via video link in the award announcements. Shooting 
Australia sponsored the evening with the club bar and kitchen benefitting by 
providing refreshments as we enjoyed the evening waiting for the announce-
ment of the Club of the Year. Disappointing not to win but congratulations to 
the Townsville Marksmen Rifle Club who did. 

Thank you to our pistol club members who make it the club it is, the Rhein 
Donau Club and its members who have supported the group, the Eagle Eye 

Rifle Group who share the range and shared 
the cost of the modern electronic targets.

A small contingent of club members trav-
elled to Geraldton for the State Champion-
ships in September with Mike Giustiniano 
winning 2 Gold Medals, Jo Muir a Bronze as 
well as other members winning grade med-
als. In October a larger group of members 
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travelled south to Nyabing for the Kent District Open which saw Rhein Donau 
members take home all the major prizes, Mike Giustiniano winning 5 events, 
Siobhy Nicholls the 2 Woman’s events and Mike Knapp, Murray Bow, Jo Muir, 
Katie Nicholls and Jenni Bowman grade winners.

The Germany based remote team league continues with our number 1 Rhein 
Donau team still in the competition but are now being matched with the stron-
gest teams as the competition draws to a close.

Our final Air Pistol Open for the year saw competitors from metropolitan and 
country clubs joining us for the shooting and afterwards a drink and meal. Club 
members who won Grade trophies were Mike Giustiniano, Jay Arsiratham, An-
drew Beck, Vijay Krishnamoorthy, Peter Clarkson, Katie Nicholls, Jude McGurk, 
Kate Clarkson and Caz Bowman.

The Lufthansa Trophy Final had 6 of our 
club members competing but 4 of those 
were representing other clubs so it was 
left to our Katie Nicholls, who led from 
start to finish to edge out Mike Knapp in 
second place from Scott Anderson in 3rd.

Our group members enjoyed the Oc-
toberfest, volunteering to assist on the 
front door and kiosk and as the shooting 
year winds up the club is supporting our junior shooters by holding a Junior 
Open at the club on Sunday 28th of November.

Do you or members of your family want to try pistol shooting? You are more 
than welcome to come down and have a go.

Rhein Donau Pistol Club
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Edelweiss Dance Group

Well, the Oktoberfest is over and we are taking a well-earned break. It was a 

hectic time for us but also much fun. Thank you to all those who participated 

and put in time and effort.

On a sad note, Daniel's father, Hans Sagenschneider, passed away. The group 

wishes to extend our heartfelt sympathy to Daniel, Paul, Karen and the rest of 

the family.

Our lovely girls will be preparing for the Club's Christmas celebration and will be 

ringing Christmas tunes on the bells.

And lastly, a joyous occasion. Rebecca and Drew will be saying "I do." We all 

wish them a wonderful wedding and a magnificent future together. Now, we 

just need to get Drew in his Lederhosen and doing a Watschenplattler or two.

Wishing you all a beautiful Christmas and a wonderful New Year.

                                                                                                    Julianne Pulver
                                                                                                    Secretary
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German Christmas Traditions

1. Children open Stockings on the 6 of December (Nikolaus Day). 
Often instead of stockings, children put an empty boot out on 
the evening of the 5 and if they have been good throughout the 
year, Nikolaus will have filled their boot with sweets, oranges 
and nuts by the morning of the 6.

2. Christmas is traditionally celebrated on Christmas Eve (“Heiliger 
Abend” - evening of the 24 of December). Many households will 
spend the day decorating the tree, preparing food for the fam-
ily and sprucing up the home. At night, everybody will gather 
around the tree.

According to tradition, the ‘Christkind’ (Christ child) delivers 
the presents when the children are waiting outside the room. 
A bell will be rung for children to step inside the room, where 
the family will then sing carols before the Bescherung (opening 
of gifts) begins. Dinner is usually served before the Bescherung, 
and many families head to Christmas Eve services at their local 
churches before or after the Bescherung.

3. The (usually real) Christmas Tree is put up and decorated on 
Christmas Day, not any time beforehand!

4. Advent wreaths, known as an Adventskranz, is a tradition which 
the German Lutherans in the 16 century kick-started. Typically, 
the wreath consists of four candles in a bed of pine cones, 
berries, dried flowers and various festive ornaments. Most 
households will bring out the wreath at the beginning of Decem-
ber, lighting one candle each Sunday throughout the month until 
Christmas Day.
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In Remembrance
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Aktivitäten / Groups at the Club

Group Leader Phone Meeting Times

0417 918 309

0428 190 412

0412 939 699

0431 250 222

0467 787 857

0488 585 850

0413 514 510

08 9457 2784

0427 354 153

0490 868 344

Tues & Fri 7pm

Sun from 5-7pm

Fri from 6pm

Wed from 6pm

Thurs from 5pm

Fri 1.30 tp 3pm

Fri from 7pm

Wed 10am to 3pm

Tues from 7pm

Wed 7.30 to 9.30pm

NOTE: To join a group you MUST be a member of the Rhein-Donau Club. 
Please contact the Group Leader for any enquiries.

Juniors Sun from 4pm

Billiard (Snooker)      

Paul Muckett

Edelweiss Dance Group

Rebecca Watson

Model Railway

Bret Hummel

Perth Miniature Gamers

Graham Riddle

Eagle Eye Pistols

Philip Kroczek

Volksssingen

Irene Harrop

Eagle Eye Air Rifle

Matthew Dhue

Seniors

Rita Zeller

Table Tennis

Debbie Solomon

Mandolin Orchestra

Robert Schulz



The Rhein-Donau Club Inc. 
Restaurant

We have rooms available for your private functions, conventions or meetings, 
in the Lounge, Sports Hall, Edelweiss Dance Hall and Beer Garden. 

For bookings please contact our Club Office

Ph: 9330 6488 (weekdays 10am -3pm)

• A la carte menu including a selection of authentic German and Dutch meals

• Catering for private functions for 30 - 220 guests

Opening hours of Restaurant

Wednesday and Friday evenings from 6pm to 9 pm

Saturday from 6.30pm to 10pm

Sunday 4pm to 8.00pm

Rhein-Donau Club

110 North Lake Road, Myaree WA 6154

Ph: (08) 9330 6488

Email: admin@rheindonau.com.au

www.rheindonau.com.au


