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Öffnungszeiten/ Opening Hours

Office:		  Monday - Friday	 10:00 am to 3:00pm
		  CLOSED 20/12/2025-11/01/2026 (Monday)	
Bar*:		  Wednesday		  6:00pm to 10:00pm
		  Thursday		  6:00pm to 10:00pm
	 	 Friday			   6:00pm to 10:30pm
		  Saturday**		  6:00pm to 11:00pm
		  Sunday			   4:00pm to 8:30pm
		  CLOSED 20/12/2025 (Saturday) - 14/01/2026 (Wednesday)

Kitchen*: 	 Wednesday		  6:00pm to 9:00pm
		  Thursday		  6:00pm to 9:00pm 
 		  Friday			   6:00pm to 9:00pm
	  	 Saturday**		  6:00pm to 10:00pm
		  Sunday			   4:00pm to 8:00pm
		  CLOSED 20/12/2025 (Saturday) - 14/01/2026 (Wednesday)

*   please note opening times may vary for special occasions 
** on Saturdays we have entertainment and possibly charge a small cover fee

Welcome to our new members!

Brad Lisak, Nicolas Spadaccini, Allister Williams, Dave Metcalfe, Katie Marsh, 

Annette Snook-Zacher, David Zacher, Tomislav Sostaric, Iris Evans
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Die wiedergegebenen Meinungen in diesem Magazin entsprechen nicht 
notwendigerweise denen des Klubs oder der Redaktion, sondern denen 
der jeweiligen Autoren.

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Club 
or the editor but those of the respective authors. 
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Rhein-Donau Club Committee 2025/26

Note from the Editor 

Dear RDC members, this magazine is here for all members to share their stories and experiences. 
This is what brings the magazine to life. Therefore we welcome your contributions for the next 
issue, February/March 2026. Entry deadline for the issue is Friday 9 January 2026, please 
send your contribution to accounts@rheindonau.com.au			                                                                                                                    

President		        Steve Schlegel   		  0434 269 944 

Vice President		        not filled		

Secretary		        Pamela Millar 		  0421 970 089

Vice Secretary		        Maria Forbrig		  0469 575 502

Treasurer		        Martin Engel  		  0447 038 784

Vice Treasurer		        David Ramsay 		  0419 695 234

Cellar Master		        David Vieceli		  0438 755 156

Entertainment Manager     Brian Muir			   0407 479 513

Maintenance Coordinator  Jamie Frost (Frosty)		  0422 212 147

Extra Committee	       Julianne Pulver 		  0401 685 268

                                                 Hermine Wagner		  0437 711 127

Trustees:    Jeff Cadzow, Debbie Solomon, Stephen Brown, Kelly Hanson

Club Manager | Website | Club Magazine | Accounts:    Petra Weiss	

Office Admin | Social Media | Grants | Bookings:     Annette Guttmann



5

Aktivitäten / Groups at the Club
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In Remembrance

Graham Thomas
23/12/1948 - 7/10/2025

We share with great sorrow the pass-
ing of Graham Thomas, beloved partner 
of Julie Patchett, father of Jason, Brent, 
A’mee and Dylan, and stepfather of Katrina 
Patchett. 

Graham was a dear member and co-prin-
cipal of Dancepower at the Rhein-Donau 
Club for 26 years. Graham was 76 years 
old.

Graham enjoyed an unparalleled competitive career. He was 6 times 
undefeated Australian professional New Vogue champion and finalist in 
the Australian professional Ballroom and Latin styles for many years.

He trained numerous Ballroom dancing champions to become Aus-
tralian champions from all age groups and levels from juvenile, junior, 
youth, adult and professional sections.

Graham was a mentor to so many dancers. He was a coach and adjudi-
cator and trained many amateurs and professionals over the years for 
their coaching and adjudicating diplomas.

He will be remembered for his great contribution to dance Austra-
lia-wide, his mentorship, his passion, pursuit of excellence and gener-
osity of spirit. He had a special way of making everyone feel seen and 
valued.

Graham will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 

A memorial was held for him at Dan-
cepower on 28th October, followed by a 
celebration of his life at the Club.



7

Helmut Watzek
1932 - 13 October 2025

Helmut was one of our longest members of the Club, though not active 
any more for many years. 

Helmut was RDC Vice President in 1974, 1977 and 1978. In 1978 and 
1979 he acted as Group Leader of the Edelweiss Dance Group after 
being a passive member of the group for many years. He donated a 
Honer Accordeon and the EDG banner to the group. 

Helmut helped to create the 20 year anniversary publication of the  
Rhein-Donau Club Magazine in 1978 (we have included an original 
article from him about the Dance Group in this magazine), and he was 
an active member of our then still existing Karnevals Group and Theater 
Group. In 1977 he was the main organizer for our Oktoberfest. From 
1985 to 1987 he was the Secretary of the Club, and was awarded Life 
Membership in 1993.  

Helmut will be sadly missed by many. May he rest in peace.

Susan Ford
28/9/1966 - 3/11/2025

Susan joined the Club and the Eagle Eye Air Rifle 
Group in 2020 with her family and quickly became a 
valued part of our Shooting Club. She wasn’t much 
of a shot, as she would cheerfully admit, but she still 
managed to be our Schützenkönigin in 2024, and I 
must say she wore the coronet with pride.

Susan was a true Club member, and for several years 
now, she  organised and purchased all the prizes for 
all of our Oktoberfest events and many of our Club events.  I believe 
that she really enjoyed being part of our community.

Her passing was unexpected and has come as a great shock. We will 
miss her greatly.       

Jeff Cadzow, Group Leader Eagle Eye Air Rifle Group
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President’s Report

Dear Members,

It is with great sadness that we share the passing of three valued mem-
bers of our community.

Our member and dance icon Graham Thomas from Dance Power 
passed away recently. Our deepest condolences go to Julie and Katrina 
Patchett, the extended family, and all members of Dance Power.

We also mourn the loss of Susan Ford from the Eagle Eye Air Rifle 
Group, who left us far too soon, as well as Life Member Helmut Watzek. 
Our heartfelt sympathies go out to their families, friends, and all who 
knew and admired them.

Oktoberfest 2025

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all members who volun-
teered and supported Oktoberfest 2025.

The event was an enormous success once again, with plenty of positive 
feedback from our guests.

The festivities were officially opened on 3 October 2025 by the Mayor 
of Melville, Katy Mair. A special highlight was seeing our young member 
Mika drive our brand-new Mercedes truck to deliver the first Oktober-
fest barrel for the keg tapping. Despite a few technical hiccups—accom-
panied by good humour—we managed to get the beer flowing, and I 
promise we will refine the process for next year!

This year we sold 170 x 50ltr kegs (8500 ltr) of beer, 6,320 Schnapps 
shots, and our model railway trains travelled an impressive 760 real 
kilometres.

The Edelweiss Dance Group once again did a fantastic job entertaining 
our guests with their traditional dances, bell ringing, wood chopping, 
and beer stein holding competitions. It was wonderful to see Hermine 
back on the dance floor. Thank you.

Our traditional Brass Band performed on several evenings and proudly 
displayed the original Rhein-Donau Brass Band banners they rediscov-
ered—something that brought joy to many. Our thanks also go to Best 
Friends, DJ Brian, and Mercury, who kept guests entertained throughout 
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their respective performances.

The Eagle Eye Air Rifle Group was, as 
always, exceptionally busy and success-
fully implemented the new govern-
ment regulations and requirements. 
Thank you.

The Miniature Railway Group show-
cased another impressive display, 
including the new harbour section, 
which was greatly enjoyed by guests. 
Thank you.

Our Kitchen Chef Boby ensured smooth operations with excellent staff-
ing and efficient service. We received many positive comments about 
the food, especially the Pork Knuckle and RDC Feast Platters. Thank you.

The bars were expertly managed by Kellermeister David and his dedicat-
ed team, both in the cool room and front-of-house. Thank you.

A special thank you also goes to our Club Manager Petra Weiss for her 
exceptional commitment at the entry and for overseeing the overall 
organisation of Oktoberfest.

Our Members’ Meeting held on 16 
November 2025 unfortunately did not 
reach the quorum required. We kindly 
remind all members of the importance 
of attending these meetings to support 
the future of our Club.

We now look forward to a joyful Christ-
mas season and to commencing the 
renovation works for the Edelweiss Hall 
Bar.

I hope to see many of you at our Christ-
mas functions and wish you all a “Guten 
Rutsch” into 2026.

Steve Schlegel, President



10

Rückblicke Oktoberfest	
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What’s On
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WA Brick Society

WA Brick Society Members Shine at Bricktober and Beyond

It has been a busy and exciting few months for the members of the WA Brick 
Society, with builders hard at work preparing for one of the biggest events of 
the year, Bricktober 2025, held on the 11 and 12 of October. Their dedication 
and creativity paid off, with several members taking 
home top honours across a range of categories.

Tony Slater impressed the crowds with his Big LEGO 
Robot and Space Station, earning the coveted Peo-
ple’s Choice Award. Aaron Gibson took home the 
President’s Choice Award for his beautifully detailed 
Vintage Winery, while Braith Garden received the G 
Award, presented by the LEGO Masters Judge, for his 
imaginative Robot Repair Shop.

Other members showcased an incredible variety of 
displays, including:

• Spud, with his spectacular It’s All Mine display featuring moving dump trucks 
and machinery in motion 

• Stephen Slaney, with his collection of Star 
Wars figures 
• Liam Phillips, with his creative LEGO artworks 
• Peter Meadwell, with his tropical-themed 
Castaways Beach II 
• Chris McRae, with his nostalgic LPs in LEGO 
• James Lucas, with his whimsical Fairy Garden 
• Rod Iseppi, with his dazzling Crystal Cave 
• Jasper Greenhill, with Aperture Science in-
spired by the Portal universe 

• Gabby Adams, with her stunning Marksburg Castle 
• Sue-Ann Charlton, with the PLUG’s Group Hospital display 
• Graeme Price, with his Western Train display, along with a special mention 
to his granddaughter for her colourful Tinsel Town creation and not to forget 
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Jude Wright and crew with the incredible Great 
Ball Contraption GBC display.

The fun did not stop there. The following 
weekend, Jodie Sparks once again supported 
Telethon for her work with Wheels for Hope, 
running the club’s Fat Cat Mosaic for kids to 
build while set up in the city on Sunday for Tele-
thon. It was a wonderful way to share the joy of 
LEGO with the wider community while raising 
awareness for a great cause.

WA Brick Society members Aaron Gibson, Spud, Steve, Robert and David 
Tidman also continued their long-standing involvement with NAWIC, the Na-
tional Association of Women in Construction, on the 2 of November, marking 
over five years of support for women in the construction industry. Members 
displayed LEGO Construction sets and helped kids get hands-on with LEGO 
building activities throughout the morning. Later that day, the club returned to 
the Rhein Donau Club for Family Day, with more displays and creative activities 
for all ages to enjoy.

To finish off a fantastic year, the WA Brick Society will be at the Claremont Car-
ols in the Park on the 13 of December, with special Christmas-themed LEGO 

characters on display and plenty of LEGO play activities 
for the kids to enjoy.

We are also thrilled to welcome some new members 
who have joined both the Rhein Donau Club and the 
WA Brick Society. A warm welcome to Tamara Watson, 
Courtney Ferguson, Tony Slater, James Lucas, Stephen 
Slaney, Jennifer Heart, and Lawrie George. We are 
excited to have you all as part of our LEGO community.
         
	 Kelly Hanson

			   WA Brick Society
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Table Tennis Group

After another successful Oktoberfest we are back to our normal table 
set up on a Tuesday night.  A few of our boys enjoyed the Oktoberfest 
festivities, Dave looks particularly happy.  We now have ducted air-con-
ditioning in the sports hall so playing over summer will be much more 
enjoyable.

Our Christmas breakup will be on Tuesday 16 December and we will 
play first then enjoy a bit of festive cheer with a few drinks and some 
nibbles.  Our Tuesday night table tennis will resume on Tuesday 27 Janu-
ary 2026.  The shed is available over the break for our members.  If you 
don’t have the code just ring Dave 0419695234 or myself 0427354153.  
Wishing all our members and their families a wonderful Christmas and a 
happy and healthy New Year.  

Debbie Solomon
Group Leader
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Edelweiss Dance Group

Hello to all Members,

The Edelweiss Dance Group has had an exciting few weeks - we per-
formed at the WA Multicultural Festival in Elizabeth Quay in Perth 
alongside 10 other Countries as well as the Wadjuk Noongar Dances. 
It was a grand spectacle seeing all the different costumes and dances. 
I personally think we performed terrific on a floating barge, something 
different!

The Dance Group also performed at the Jacaranda Festival in Applecross 
where  we closed the festival.

We will be having a well earned break over the summer and be back 
practising hard in February  
So from myself and the Edelweiss Dance Group we wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a joyful happy New Year!

So till next time – Wir sehen uns im Club
David Vieceli
Group Leader   

Edelweiss Dance Group
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History - Die Edelweiss Tanzgruppe

written 1978 by Helmut Watzek, Gruppenleiter “Edelweiss Dancers”
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513 Hay Street, Level 1 Suite 22, Subiaco WA 6008

Focus points of our service include / Schwerpunkte der Beratung:

- (Catastrophic) Personal Injury - Großschadensrecht 
- Motor Vehicle Accidents - Verkehrsunfälle 
- Commercial Law - Wirtschaftsrecht 
- Corporate Law - Handels und Gesellschaftsrecht 
- Inheritance Law - Erbrecht 
- Criminal Law - Strafrecht 
- International White Collar Crime - Internationales Wirtschaftsstrafrecht 
- European Law - Europarecht

We advise under German and Australian law.
Wir beraten nach deutschem und australischem Recht.


